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Orion The Hunter is one of the most recognizable
constellations in northern hemisphere. It is visible
high above the southern horizon every winter.
With the unaided eye, you can identify his familiar
hour-glass shape with two stars at the top
(Betelgeuse and Bellatrix) forming his shoulders,
two at the bottom (Saiph and Rigel) forming his
knees, and three in the middle (Alnitak, Alnilam,
Mintaka) forming his belt (see fig. 1). The hazy
line of stars “hanging” down from his belt is
known as Orion’s Sword.
Fig.1:
Unaided eye view of Orion
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• The hilt of the sword is formed by the star
V1045-Ori and the brightest stars in the open
star-cluster NGC 1981. Curiously, the hilt is not
usually included in official descriptions of the
sword. But my observations of this area suggest
a hilt, so I include it here. (Ori is short for “Orionis”
which is how stars are named in Orion.)

• The blade can be constructed by drawing lines
from the stars 45-Ori and c-Ori at the northern
end, through θ1-Ori and θ2-Ori in the middle, to
the brightest star in the sword, ι-Ori, at the
southern tip. ι-Ori’s arabic name is “Naif al
Saif” which means “the bright one of the
sword.” (θ and ι are greek letters used in star names.)
• The blade passes through a “sheath” consisting
of The Running Man Nebula (a reflection
nebulae, #Sh2-279) and the bright and famous
Orion Nebula (which includes emission nebulae
#M42 and #M43). New stars are born here!
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Orion’s Sword is significant because it contains
one of the closest “stellar nurseries” to earth,
1400 light years away. It contains a complex
collection of newborn and young stars emerging
from the gas and dust where they first formed.
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Observing Orion’s Sword (see Fig.2): With
binoculars you can trace the outline of the sword
from north to south by connecting the dots of the
stars and nebulae in this region, as follows:
CAAA updates, photos, star charts, and more can be found on the CAAA website at http://caaastro.com
UFH is written by Jim Feiste at nightrabbitastro@gmail.com for the CAAA.

